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COMMUNITY

Door Decorating Contest
It is beginning to look a lot like Christmas. 
The Met Staff celebrates the First Annual 
Door Decorating Contest with our stellar 
prize winner our Property Manager Frank 
Cairns congratulated by our Board Chair 
John Lloyd. Frank was noted to win for his 
creative approach to Christmas meets the 
golf course.

Something New from the 
Church School
When we tell our story, a doorway of conversation opens, which invites us to hear 
each other. In the Month of Feb we began to tell our story when we uploaded 
two Audio Dramas to the Met’s web-site under the Christian Education Sunday 
School profile. We are using the voice talents of members and friends (mainly 
youth) of Metropolitan United.

I wrote two stories that were recorded in the fall of 2011. Base on Biblical scriptures, 
and a message from Dr. John Joesph Mastandrea is recorded before each story. I 
am presently working on two more scripts, and I am hoping that this is something 
we as a Church can continue to make our contributions. When we tell our story 
the doorway of conversation opens that invites us to hear each other.

���������	�•�������������������	�����	�•��	�•�������(Ecc 12: 1)

-Karlos Griffith, Director of Church School

Robbie Burns Tea at the met with 
Rory Sinclair (left).

The Met Staff Christmas 
Lunch, all in the family.

Christmas Carol at the Inn, a 
Pantomime reborn.

Christmas Pageant at the Met, something 
specials is waiting to be born.
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Care Committee
Each month small group of people meet to consider how 
they can best serve the members of Metropolitan who 
might need some special attention.

Members of the group keep in touch with people who 
are shut in, or in seniors’ residences and report to the 
group indicating those who might need a visit or other 
special attention. John Joseph Mastandrea attends each 
meeting and keeps members informed of recent particulars 
regarding the life of the congregation.

I am the newcomer to the group, so I haven’t met many of 
the people mentioned by the members of the committee.  
However, I am getting to recognize the names and enjoy 
hearing a little ‘history’ associated with each person as the 
name is mentioned. I get the feeling that these people are 
honoured for their devotion to Metropolitan United in the 
past, and that they are being given loving attention out of a 
sense of respect and gratitude by the members of the Care 
Committee.  

At Christmas and at Easter, flowers are delivered to those 
individuals on the list who appreciate being remembered 
by the church in which they served with diligence. One 
of the members is assiduous in sending cards in times of 
illness, birthdays and at Christmas to the elderly, sick, or 
shut-ins.

It is under the auspices of the Care Committee that a Prayer 
Covenant has begun and it is hoped that members who 
wish to serve on either of these groups make themselves 
known to the ministers. 

-William Wright 

Peace and Social Justice Committee
We began 2012 by reviewing 2011 and especially our 
Church Service with Robert Massoud as our guest whose 
theme was “Trees for life: planting peace in Palestine”. 
Organic Palestinian olive oil, Zatoun was sold and will be 
available periodically for the congregation.

We have scheduled a Lunch and Learn after church on 
March 25. Our guest will be Paul Mackle who will show 
pictures and talk about his work with Street To Trail. We 
encourage you to join us.

We plan to continue the sustainable food theme, hopefully 
enlarging our tomato garden. We are pleased to provide 
20 copies of Mandate, United Church’s Outreach Magazine, 
four times a year.

We meet on the second Sunday each month after church 
in the volunteer room and new members are always 
welcome.

-Walter Ridley

OUTREACH

The Outreach Christmas lunch led by the Director of 
Community Services Bill Chapman.

Christmas at Queen 2011
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LIBRARY, ARCHIVES & ADMINISTRATION
Book Report
The Blaikie Report: An Insider’s Look at Faith and 
Politics is a tale of 30 years of active political life by a 
United Church minister born in north Winnipeg, a railway 
community.  It is the positive story of a man who struggles 
constantly to live his understanding of the Christian in 
politics.  Over the 30 years he gets to act as critic for a 
number of different portfolios and to explore their political 
implications.  He also gets to attend a number of different 
international conferences, and meet interesting people.  
He is able to encounter them as real people whether 
as Canadians from a different party or foreigners from a 
different world and different.

His last chapter “A Passion for Justice” describes his constant 
struggle to seek out what justice means whether in Latin 
America or in the  sale of his beloved Canadian National 
Railway to the Americans.  He ends with the statement 
“What I hope for is that out of each faith’s prophetic 
tradition that the needed unity can emerge, that out of a 
united ethical vision, peace and justice between religious 
communities can be more hopefully pursued, even as 
important differences continue to be identified and better 
understood.”

This is a hopeful book in its sharing of a political life, the 
politician who inhabited it and the world around them and 
around us.

-Jean Lee, Flanders Library Committee

Blaikie, Bill.  The Blaikie Report : an Insider’s Look at Faith 
and Politics. United Church Pub., c2011.  Available in the 
Flanders Library.

From the Archives
Did you know that the Metropolitan United Church Archives 
is working with the Toronto District School Board to create a 
Virtual Museum of Canada exhibit?

The exhibit tells the story of a century of educational 
reform initiated by Egerton Ryerson. Known as the father of 
public education in Canada, his early work in the Methodist 
movement in Canada formed the roots of this church. 

The virtual exhibit is expected to go online September 2012.

-Greg McKinnon

Welcome to Cynthia Kanakta 
As the loose ends of 2011 
are tied up and packaged 
for presentation, review, 
analysis, and safe-keeping, 
the new strands for 2012 
begin to emerge. As a 
new budget emerges 
from the last, and we 
celebrate collective 
accomplishments and 
take stock of our losses, 
and those things not 
yet done, we also gaze 
into the New Year with 
anticipation, seeking 

to discern our future and collective calling. Having 
realized most of our goals to streamline and realign our 
administrative resources to carry us forward, we are now 
preparing for a congregation re-visioning exercise.

A City of Toronto grant has enabled us to hire Cynthia 
Kanakta to assist us with this important initiative over 
the next forty weeks. Cynthia will provide administrative 
support to congregational leaders and our soon-to-be-
hired Visioning Consultant. Cynthia will be coordinating 
congregational leadership and engagement for determining 
the future program directions of Metropolitan United 
Church. She will be scheduling meetings throughout 
the spring and compiling information for summary and 
presentation in the Fall.

Cynthia is a graduate of the University of Windsor with 
an Honours BA in Family and Social Relations. She is 
from Ghana, West Africa originally, and upon returning 
to her country recently, she organized an optical and 
dental screening program in the capital city of Accra. 
With the same NGO she was also involved in organizing 
a youth mentorship and empowerment program. While 
at the University of Windsor,  Cynthia was involved with 
food drives, clothing drives, and sporting events. In 
Canada, Cynthia has also worked as a customer service 
representative in telecommunications.

She describes herself as having a passion for helping 
communities, for getting involved, for social justice, for 
alleviating discrimination of all kinds, and enhancing 
family life. Please drop by the church office and say hello 
to Cynthia. She looks forward to meeting everyone in the 
congregation!
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METROPOLITAN LENTEN LECTURE SERIES will explore 
the theme of “Jesus, Priceless Treasure: Meanings in the 
Death of Messiah” on Friday evenings at 7:30 to 9:00 pm 
in the Chancel. The weekly discussion leaders will be as 
follows: Feb. 24: Moderator, Mardi Tindal; March 9: Dr. 
Malcolm Sinclair; March 23: Dr. David McKane; and March 30: 
Dr. Peter Wyatt. Please note that we will not be meeting on 
March 2 and March 16. Come and enjoy good discussion, 
conversation, and refreshments.

NEW MARCH STUDY GROUP: Rev. Sinclair will be leading a 
study group called “Clue: Sleuthing the Death of Christ” on 
Wednesday, March 7, 14, 21, and 28 at 10 am in the Narthex. 
Come sift through the clues with Dr. Sinclair to solve the 
crime of the ages.

WINTER: FIVE WINDOWS ON THE SEASON: Presented by 
the Met Library Committee on Sunday March 4, 2012. In 2011 
the CBC Massey Lectures marked their 50th anniversary. 
This year, Adam Gopnik, bestselling author and staff writer 
for The New Yorker, presents Winter: Five Windows on the 
Season.  The CBC has commissioned the annual Massey 
Lectures since 1961. The lectures were unveiled in late 
February by the vice-president and general manager of 
English networks at the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
(CBC), H.G. Walker. “Each year,” he said. A light lunch will 
be served.

THE CONGREGATIONAL LIFE SPRING RETREAT will be 
taking place on March 9 and 10 at St. John’s Retreat Centre 
on Cummer Ave. The theme will be “The Balm of Gilead: 
Healing Mind, Body, and Spirit” and we will be looking at 
Henri Nouwen’s book The Wounded Healer. The cost is $100. 
Please contact Dr. Mastandrea or Chris Hoover to register. 

MET MEMBERSHIP INQUIRY DAY will be held on Saturday, 
March 24 from 10 am to noon. Join Dr. Mastandrea for a time 
to explore the “Four Corners” of the Met in the Flanders’ 
Library. 

TAIZE LABYRINTH WALK Wednesday, March 7, April 4, 
6 pm in the Chancel. Take the time to find the Quiet Centre, 
with soul song, the Taize Labyrinth walk, gather under the 
candlelight in the chancel.

SATURDAY MORNING BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY 
continues on Saturday, February 11 at 8:30 am in the Morley 
Punshon Room (enter through the northwest, church office 
door). Everyone is invited to come and participate through 
reading and discussion, as we explore a new, eight-part series 
called “Krazy Kinfolk” based on the book by Barbara J. Essex. 
A light breakfast is provided. For more information, contact 
Dr. Mastandrea or Christopher Hoover at (647) 270-8057.

WEEKLY PRAYER BREAKFASTS on Thursday mornings 
Breakfast Study from 8:00 to 9:00 am. Using the Resource 
Feasting on the Word written by Barbara Brown Taylor.  Join 
us for a time of hearing the Word, sharing the Word, and 
praying the Word at Fran’s Restaurant, located at the corner 
of Victoria and Shuter. Please RSVP to Dr. Mastandrea at   
johnjosephm@metunited.org, if you plan to attend. 

EASTER BRUNCH: Sunday April 1 12:30 pm in the 
Metropolitan Centre with Church School Drama.

SEDER SUPPER: Wednesday, April 4 7:00 pm. $10 Adults/ 
Child 12 and under $5.

MAUNDY THURSDAY: April 5, 7:00 pm (no Noon at Met 
recital will be held) Service with foot-washing in the 
Chancel. The Upper Room Remembered.

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE: Friday April 6, 11:00 am.

EASTER VIGIL: Saturday April 7, 8:00 pm. Join the Easter Fire.

DUNDAS SQUARE SUNRISE SERVICE: The Rolling Stones. 
Sunday April 8, 6:30 am.

EASTER MORNING SERVICE: 9:30 am Communion,
11:00 am Easter Communion

MUSIC
BACHFEST III: Friday, March 16, 7:30 pm. Bach and the King 
of Instruments: Patricia Wright will play a variety of works by 
Bach, including the Passacaglia in C minor, the Prelude and 
Fugue in E-flat Major, and chorale preludes. The audience 
will have an opportunity to sing some chorales. Admission 
is $20.

BACHFEST IV: Friday April 6, 7:30 pm. Concert  BachFest IV 
Mass in B Minor. The Metropolitan Festival Choir, Orchestra, 
Soloists. Admission is $30.

NOON AT MET: Free recitals, Thursdays, 12:15 – 12:45 pm.  

UPCOMING EVENTS



MetNews is an information forum for our entire 
community.
Editorial Team: Joanne Nicolson, Doug Taylor, 
Meilana Dickenson
Design & Layout: James McKenzie
Photography: Avril Hill, Susan Girvan

Many thanks to all those who contributed to this 
issue of MetNews.

Deadline for Submissions
To Joanne Nicolson (joannenicolson7@gmail.com)
- Submission by May 4 for Publication May 18 

Check out www.metunited.org for more pictures, 
extended articles and ongoing discussions in MET’s 
community.

Metropolitan United Church 
www.metunited.org / 416-363-0331

Advertising
If you are interested or know of local business 
interested in advertising please email: rachelvg@
metunited.org

Rates are $50 per card per issue or $185 for four 
issues. Rates subject to change.

Met   news

FRIENDS OF MET FACEBOOK
Are you on Facebook? Join the group:   
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/group.php?gid=132099736818018

SUNDAYS AT METROPOLITAN

  9:30 am:   Chapel Communion

10:00 am:   Metropolitan Sparklers (ages 4-6) 
	               Metropolitan Choristers (ages 7-11)	

10:00 am:   “One Question” Bible Study

10:30 am:   Carillon Prelude 
                    Library Opens

10:45 am:   Organ Prelude

11:00 am:   Worship Service 
                    Church School 
                    Nursury

12:15 pm:   Coffee Time 
	              Great Heart ensemble (ages 12 & up)


